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Glossary of Terms 

A 

Adverse visual impact: any modification in land forms, water bodies, or vegetation, or 
any i ntroduction of  s tructures, w hich neg atively i nterrupts t he v isual c haracter o f t he 
landscape and di srupts the har mony o f t he bas ic el ements ( i.e., form, l ine, c olor, and 
texture). 

(A)esthetics: r elates t o t he pl easurable c haracteristics o f a phy sical e nvironment as  
perceived through the five senses of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. 

Archaeological feature: A non-portable object, not recoverable from its matrix (usually 
in an archeological site) without destroying its integrity. E xamples are rock paintings, 
hearths, post holes, floors, and walls. 

Archaeological district: A  s ignificant c oncentration, l inkage, o r c ontinuity of  s ites, 
buildings, or features i mportant i n hi story or  pr ehistory. There c an b e di scontiguous 
districts composed of resources that are not in close proximity to one another. 

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): A designated area on public lands 
where special m anagement at tention i s required: 1)  to pr otect and p revent i rreparable 
damage to fish and wildlife; 2) to protect important historic, cultural, or scenic values, or 
other natural systems or processes; or 3) to protect life and safety from natural hazards. 

Avoidance area: An area only available for the stated activity or discretionary land use 
authorization when there are no other reasonable alternatives for the authorization. 

B 

Basic elements: The four des ign el ements ( form, l ine, c olor, and t exture), w hich 
determine how the character of a landscape is perceived. 

C 

Characteristic: A distinguishing trait, feature, or quality. 

Characteristic landscape: The es tablished l andscape w ithin an ar ea being v iewed. 
This does not necessarily mean a nat uralistic character. It could refer to an ag ricultural 
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setting, an ur ban landscape, a pr imarily natural environment, or a c ombination of these 
types. 

Contrast: Opposition or  unl ikeness o f di fferent f orms, l ines, c olors, or  t extures i n a 
landscape. 

Contrast rating: A m ethod o f a nalyzing t he pot ential visual impacts of proposed 
management activities. 

Critical habitat (designated): Specific parts of an area that are occupied by a federally 
listed or endangered plant or animal at  the t ime it is l isted and that contain physical or  
biological f eatures es sential t o t he c onservation of  t he s pecies or  t hat may r equire 
special management or protection. Critical habitat may also include specific area outside 
an area occupied by a federally listed species, if the Secretary of the Interior determines 
that these areas are essential for conserving the species. 

Cultural modification: Any human-caused c hange i n t he l and f orm, w ater form, 
vegetation, o r t he addi tion of  a s tructure w hich c reates a v isual c ontrast i n t he bas ic 
elements (form, line, color, texture) of the naturalistic character of a landscape. 

Cultural resource: A location of human activity, occupation, or use identifiable through 
field i nventory, hi storical doc umentation, or  or al ev idence. C ultural r esources i nclude 
archaeological and historical sites, structures, buildings, objects, artifacts, works of art, 
architecture, and nat ural features that were important in past human events. They may 
consist o f phy sical r emains or  ar eas w here s ignificant hum an ev ents o ccurred, ev en 
though ev idence of  t he ev ents no l onger r emains. A nd t hey m ay include def inite 
locations o f traditional, cultural, o r religious i mportance t o specified s ocial or  c ultural 
groups. 

Cultural resource data: Cultural r esource i nformation e mbodied i n material r emains 
such as artifacts, features, organic materials, and other remnants of past activities. An 
important as pect o f data is context, a concept that refers to the relationships among 
these types of materials and the situations in which they are found. 

Cultural resource data recovery: The professional application of  scientific techniques 
of c ontrolled obs ervation, c ollection, ex cavation, and /or removal of  phy sical r emains, 
including anal ysis, i nterpretation, ex planation, a nd pr eservation o f recovered r emains 
and as sociated r ecords i n an appr opriate c uratorial f acility us ed as  a m eans o f 
protection. Data recovery may sometimes employ professional collection of such data as 
oral hi stories, genealogies, folklore, a nd r elated i nformation t o po rtray t he s ocial 
significance o f the a ffected r esources. S uch d ata r ecovery i s s ometimes us ed as  a 
measure to mitigate the adverse impacts of a ground-disturbing project or activity. 
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Cultural resource integrity: The condition o f a c ultural pr operty, i ts c apacity t o y ield 
scientific data, and its ability to convey its historical significance. Integrity may reflect the 
authenticity of a property's historic identity, evidenced by the survival or physical 
characteristics that ex isted dur ing i ts hi storic or  prehistoric period, or  i ts expression of  
the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time. 

Cultural resource inventory (survey): A des criptive l isting and documentation, 
including photographs and maps of cultural resources. Included in an i nventory are the 
processes of locating, identifying, and recording sites, structures, buildings, objects, and 
districts through l ibrary and archival research, information from persons knowledgeable 
about cultural resources, and on-the-ground surveys of varying intensity. 

Class I: A professionally prepared study that compiles, analyzes, and 
synthesizes al l a vailable dat a on an  ar ea’s cultural r esources. Information 
sources for this study include published and unpublished documents, BLM 
inventory r ecords, i nstitutional s ite files, and s tate and N ational Register files. 
Class I  i nventories may hav e pr ehistoric, h istoric, and e thnological and  
sociological elements. These inventories are periodically updated to include new 
data from other studies and Class II and III inventories. 

Class II: A professionally conducted, statistically based sample survey designed 
to describe the probable density, diversity, and di stribution of cultural properties 
in a l arge area. This survey is achieved by projecting the results of an i ntensive 
survey carried out over l imited parts of the target area. Within individual sample 
units, s urvey ai ms, m ethods, and i ntensities ar e t he s ame as  t hose appl ied i n 
Class III inventories. To improve statistical reliability, Class II inventories may be 
conducted in several phases with different sample designs. 

Class III: A professionally c onducted intensive survey of an entire t arget area 
aimed at locating and recording all visible cultural properties. In a Class III 
survey, trained observers commonly conduct systematic inspections by walking a 
series of close-interval parallel transects until they have thoroughly examined an 
area. 

Cultural resource values: The i rreplaceable qual ities t hat ar e em bodied i n c ultural 
resources, s uch as  s cientific i nformation ab out pr ehistory and hi story, c ultural 
significance to Native Americans and ot her groups, and t he potential to enhance public 
education and enjoyment of the Nation's rich cultural heritage. 

Cultural site: A phy sical l ocation o f pas t hu man ac tivities or  ev ents, more c ommonly 
referred to as an archaeological site or a historic property. Such sites vary greatly in size 
and range from the location o f a s ingle cultural resource object to a c luster o f cultural 
resource structures with associated objects and features. 
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D 

De minimis condition: A n environmental c ondition t hat does no t generally pr esent a  
material risk of harm to the public health or the environment and that generally would not 
be subject to an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate government 
agencies. 

Distance zones: A subdivision of the landscape as viewed from an observer position. 
The s ubdivision ( zones) i ncludes f oreground-middleground, bac kground, and s eldom 
seen. 

E 

Endangered species: An animal or plant species that is in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range (as defined in the ESA, as amended in 
1982). 

Endemic species: A plant or animal species or subspecies native to a small region. 

Enhancement: A management action designed to improve visual quality. 

Entry: When the register o f a l ocal l and o ffice “enters” l and applications i n t he record 
books and on t he survey plat of the local office (taken from Opportunity and Challenge, 
the Story of BLM). 

Exclusion area: An area that is not available for the stated activity or discretionary land 
use authorization. 

Exotic species: A  species o f plant or  animal t hat i s not  nat ive to the area where i t i s 
found. Any species that is not indigenous, native, or naturalized. 

F 

Foreground-middleground distance zones: The area visible from a travel route, use 
area, or other observation point to a distance of 3 to 5 miles. The outer boundary of this 
zone is defined as the point where the texture and form of individual plants are no longer 
apparent in the landscape. Vegetation is apparent only in patterns or outline. 

Form: The mass o r s hape o f an  obj ect o r ob jects w hich appear  uni fied, s uch as  a  
vegetative opening in a forest, a cliff formation, or a water tank. 
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Free use permit: A  permit t hat t hat i s generally i ssued t o a g overnmental ent ity ( e.g. 
state, county, or city) that allows the removal mineral materials from the public lands free 
of charge. 

G 

Geothermal resources: P roducts o f geothermal s team or  ho t w ater a nd hot  b rines, 
including those r esulting f rom water, g as, or ot her f luids artificially introduced i nto 
geothermal formations; heat or other associated energy found in geothermal formations; 
and associated byproducts (43 CFR 3200.1). 

H 

Habitat fragmentation: P rocess by  w hich hab itats ar e i ncreasingly s ubdivided i nto 
smaller units resulting in their increased insularity and loss of total habitat area. 

Historical site: A location that was used or occupied after the arrival of Europeans in 
North America (ca. 458 BP). Such sites may consist of physical remains at 
archaeological s ites o r areas w here s ignificant human ev ents oc curred, ev en t hough 
evidence of the events no longer remains. They may have been used by people of either 
European or Native American descent. 

I 

Indian tribe: Any A merican Indian group i n the U S that the S ecretary o f t he Interior 
recognizes as possessing tribal status (listed periodically in the Federal Register). 

Indigenous: Being of native origin (such as indigenous peoples or indigenous cultural 
features). 

Interdisciplinary team: A group o f i ndividuals with di fferent t raining, r epresenting t he 
physical sciences, social sciences, and environmental design arts, assembled to solve a 
problem or perform a task. The members of the team proceed to a solution with frequent 
interaction so that each discipline may provide insights to any stage of the problem and 
disciplines may combine to provide new solutions. 

Invasive non-native plant: A plant species that was introduced to the ecosystem under 
consideration after European contact as a di rect or indirect result of human activity and 
that produces large numbers of offspring at considerable distances from parent plants. 
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J 

K 

Key observation point (KOP): one or a series of points on a travel route or at a use 
area or a potential use area, where the view of a management activity would be most 
revealing. 

L 

Landscape character: The arrangement of a particular landscape as formed by the 
variety and intensity of the landscape features and the four basic elements of form, line, 
color, and texture. These factors give the area a distinctive quality which distinguishes it 
from its immediate surroundings. 

Landscape features: The land and water form, vegetation, and structures which 
compose the characteristic landscape. 

Leasable minerals: Minerals whose extraction from federally managed land requires a 
lease and the payment of royalties. Leasable minerals include coal, oil and gas, oil shale 
and tar sands potash, phosphate, sodium, and geothermal steam. 

Line: The path, real or imagined, that the eye follows when perceiving abrupt differences 
in f orm, color, or texture. Within l andscapes, lines may be found as r idges, skylines, 
structures, changes in vegetative types, or individual trees and branches. 

Locatable minerals: Minerals subject to exploration, development, and disposal by 
staking m ining c laims a s authorized by  t he M ining Law  of  1872,  as  amended. This 
includes deposits of gold, silver, and other uncommon minerals not subject to lease or 
sale. 

M 

Management activity: A surface disturbing activity undertaken on the landscape for the 
purpose o f har vesting, t raversing, t ransporting, pr otecting, c hanging, r eplenishing, o r 
otherwise using resources. 

Microphyll woodland: A des ert w ash c ommunity t hat c onsists o f de ciduous, deep -
rooted shrubs and trees. 
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Mineral material disposal: The sale of sand, gravel, decorative rock, or other materials 
defined in 43 CFR 3600. 

Mining claim: A mining claim is a selected parcel of federal land, valuable for a specific 
mineral deposit or deposits, for which a right of possession has been asserted under the 
General M ining Law . This r ight i s r estricted t o t he dev elopment and extraction o f a 
mineral deposit. The rights granted by a mining claim protect against a challenge by the 
US and other claimants only af ter the discovery of a v aluable mineral deposit. The two 
types of mining claims are lode and placer. In addition, mill sites and tunnel sites may be 
located to provide support facilities for lode and placer mining. 

Mitigation: Mitigation i ncludes: a)  avoiding the i mpacts al together by  not t aking an  
action or parts of an action, b) minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of 
the action and i ts implementation, c) rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or 
restoring t he a ffected env ironment, d)  reducing or el iminating t he impact over t ime by  
preservation and maintenance operations during the life of the action, e) compensating 
for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments (40 CFR 
1508.20). 

N 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended: A f ederal statute t hat 
established a federal program to further the efforts of private agencies and individuals in 
preserving t he nation’s historic and  c ultural foundations. The N ational H istoric 
Preservation Act:: 1) authorized the National Register of Historic Places, 2) established 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and a National Trust Fund to administer 
grants for hi storic pr eservation, and 3 ) au thorized t he dev elopment o f regulations t o 
require federal agencies to consider the effects of federally assisted activities on 
properties included on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Also see 
National Register of Historic Places. 

National Register of Historic Places: The official list, established by the National 
Historic Preservation Act, of the Nation’s cultural resources worthy of preservation. The 
National Register l ists archeological, historic, and ar chitectural properties ( i.e., districts, 
sites, bui ldings, s tructures, and obj ects) nom inated for t heir l ocal, s tate, or  nat ional 
significance by state and federal agencies and approved by the National Register Staff. 
The National Park Service m aintains t he National Register. A lso see N ational H istoric 
Preservation Act. 

National Register Eligible Properties: C ultural r esource p roperties that meet t he 
National R egister c riteria and ha ve been  det ermined el igible f or no mination t o t he 
National Register of Historic Places because of their local, state, or national significance. 
Eligible pr operties generally ar e ol der than 50 y ears and hav e r etained their i ntegrity. 
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They meet one or more of four criteria: a) associated w ith ev ents that have m ade a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; b) associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past; c) embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master; and d) have yielded, or 
may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Naturalistic character: A landscape setting where the basic elements are displayed in a 
composition that appears unaltered by man. 

Noxious weed: According to the Federal Noxious Weed Act (PL 93-629), a weed that 
causes disease or has other adverse effects on man or his environment and therefore is 
detrimental to the agricultural and commerce of the US and to the public health. 

No surface occupancy (NSO): A fluid mineral leasing stipulation that prohibits 
occupancy or disturbance on al l or part of the lease surface to protect special values of 
uses. Lessees may explore for o r exploit t he f luid m inerals under  l eases r estricted by  
this stipulation by using directional dr illing from sites outside the no surface occupancy 
area. 

O 

Off-highway vehicle (OHV): Any v ehicle c apable of  or  des igned for t ravel on or  
immediately over l and, water, or  ot her nat ural t errain, deriving m otive power f rom any  
source other than muscle. OHVs exclude: 1) any non-amphibious registered motorboat; 
2) any fire, emergency, or law enforcement vehicle while being used for official or 
emergency purposes; 3)  any vehicle whose use is expressly authorized by a permit, 
lease, license, agreement, or contract issued by an authorized officer or otherwise 
approved; 4) vehicles in official use; and 5) any combat or combat support vehicle when 
used in times of national defense emergencies. 

P 

Paleontological resources (fossils): Any fossilized remains, traces, or imprints of 
organisms, preserved in or on the earth's crust, that are of paleontological interest and 
that provide information about the history of life on earth, except that the term does not 
include ( a) any  m aterials as sociated w ith an ar chaeological r esource ( as de fined i n 
section 3(1) of the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (16 USC 470bb(1)); 
or (b) any cultural item (as defined in section 2 of the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (25 USC 3001)). 

Paleontology: A science dealing with the life forms of past geological periods as known 
from fossil remains. 
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Paleozoic Era: An era of geologic t ime (600 million to 280 million years ago) between 
the Late Precambrian and the Mesozoic eras and comprising the Cambrian, Ordovician, 
Silurian, Devonian, Missippian, Pennsylvanian, and Permian periods. 

Petroglyph: Pictures, symbols, or other art work pecked, carved, or incised on natural 
rock surfaces. 

Prehistoric: Refers to the period wherein American Indian cultural activities took place 
before written records and not yet influenced by contact with non-native culture(s). 

Q 

R 

Rare plant: A p lant that i s not  pr esently t hreatened w ith e xtinction but exists i n s uch 
small num bers t hroughout i ts range t hat i t may bec ome endang ered i f i ts pr esent 
environment worsens. 

Recreation Management Zones (RMZ): S ubunits w ithin an S RMA m anaged for 
distinctly different recreation products. Recreation products are comprised of recreation 
opportunities, the natural resource and community settings within which they occur, and 
the administrative and service environment created by all affecting recreation-tourism 
providers, within which recreation participation occurs.  

Rehabilitation: A management alternative and/or practice which restores landscapes to 
a desired scenic quality. 

Restoration (cultural resource): The process of accurately reestablishing the form and 
details of a property or portion of a property together with its setting, as it appeared in a 
particular period of time. Restoration may involve removing later work that is not in itself 
significant and replacing missing original work. 

Right-of-way (ROW) corridor: A permit or easement that authorizes the use of lands 
for certain specified purposes, commonly for pipelines, roads, telephone lines, or 
powerlines. 

Riparian: Pertaining to or situated on or along the bank of a stream, lake, or reservoir. 

Road: A linear route declared a r oad by the owner, managed for use by low-clearance 
vehicles having four or more wheels, and maintained for regular and continuous use. 
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Route: A group or  s et of r oads, trails, and p rimitive r oads t hat r epresents l ess t han 
100% of the BLM transportation system. Generically, components of the transportation 
system are described as routes. 

RS 2477: Revised Statute 2477 was enacted as part of the Mining Law of 1866, during a 
time w hen t he federal gov ernment’s focus was on enc ouraging s ettlement an d 
development of the West. Congress passed RS 2477 to ensure miners’ routes to their 
claims and cattlemen’s trails for their herds by granting ROWs over any federal land not 
otherwise set as ide. A lthough Congress r epealed t he statute i n 1976 with t he Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act, it did not terminate ROWs in existence at that t ime. 
As part of the new law in 1976, Congress recognized all valid existing claims to these 
ROWs as of that date. 

S 

Saleable minerals: C ommon v ariety m inerals on t he publ ic l ands, s uch as  s and and  
gravel, which are used mainly for construction and are disposed by sales or special 
permits to local governments. See also Mineral Materials. 

Scale: The pr oportionate s ize r elationship bet ween an obj ect and the surroundings i n 
which the object is placed. 

Scenery: The aggregate of features that give character to a landscape. 

Scenic area: An area whose landscape character exhibits a high degree of variety and 
harmony among the basic elements which results in a pleasant landscape to view. 

Scenic quality: The relative worth of a landscape from a visual perception point of view. 

Scenic Quality Evaluation Key Factors: T he seven f actors ( land f orm, vegetation, 
water, color, adjacent scenery, scarcity, and cultural modifications) used to evaluate the 
scenic quality of a landscape. 

Scenic quality ratings: The relative scenic quality (A, B, or C) assigned a landscape by 
applying the scenic quality evaluation key factors; scenic quality A being the highest 
rating, B a moderate rating, and C the lowest rating. 

Scenic values: See Scenic quality and Scenic quality ratings. 

Sensitive species (plant and animal): Species that are under status review, have small 
or declining populations, live in unique habitats, or need special management. Sensitive 
species include threatened, endangered, and proposed species that are classified by the 
USFWS. 
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Sensitivity levels: M easures (e.g., high, m edium, and  low) of public concern for the 
maintenance of scenic quality. 

Solitude: Circumstance in which the sights, sounds, and evidence of other people are 
rare or infrequent and where visitors can be isolated, alone, or secluded from others. 

Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA): A  publ ic lands uni t identified in land 
use plans t o direct r ecreation f unding and personnel to f ulfill commitments m ade t o 
provide specific, structured recreation opportunities (i.e., activity, experience, and benefit 
opportunities). Both l and use plan dec isions and  subsequent implementing ac tions for 
recreation i n eac h S RMA ar e g eared to a s trategically i dentified pr imary m arket—
destination, community, or undeveloped.  

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO): The official within and authorized by each 
state at the request of the Secretary of the Interior to act as liaison for the National 
Historic Preservation Act. Also see National Historic Preservation Act.  

Subsurface: Of o r per taining t o r ock o r m ineral depos its w hich g enerally ar e f ound 
below the ground surface. 

Surface-disturbing activities: This term generally refers to any BLM-authorized action 
that disturbs vegetation and surface soil, increasing erosion potential above normal site 
conditions. This definition typically excludes allowable casual use of the public lands, as 
outlined in the CFRs. Examples of surface-disturbing activities are mining; construction 
and/or m aintenance o f roads, pi pelines, and p owerlines; i nstallation of  facilities; an d 
implementation of vegetation treatments. 

Surface occupancy: See No Surface Occupancy. 

T 

Take: To harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct (ESA). 

Texture: The visual manifestations of the interplay of light and shadow created by the 
variations in the surface of an object or landscape. 

Threatened species: Any plant or animal species likely to become endangered within 
the foreseeable future throughout all or part of its range and designated by the USFWS 
under the ESA. 
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U 

V 

Variables: Factors influencing visual perception including distance, angle of observation, 
time, size or scale, season of the year, light, and atmospheric conditions. 

Variety: T he s tate or  quality of  bei ng v aried and hav ing t he abs ence of m onotony or  
sameness. 

Viewshed: T he l andscape t hat c an be di rectly seen under favorable at mospheric 
conditions, from a v iewpoint or along a transportation corridor. Protection, rehabilitation, 
or enhancement is desirable and possible. 

Visual contrast: See Contrast. 

Visual quality: See Scenic quality. 

Visual resources: The visible physical features on a landscape (e.g., land, water, 
vegetation, animals, structures, and other features). 

Visual resource management (VRM): The i nventory and pl anning a ctions t aken t o 
identify v isual values and to establish objectives for managing those values; and the 
management actions taken to achieve the visual management objectives. 

Visual resource management classes: Categories assigned to public lands based on 
scenic q uality, s ensitivity l evel, and di stance z ones. There ar e four c lasses, e ach of  
which has an objective w hich prescribes the amount of c hange allowed in the 
characteristic landscape. 

Visual values: See Scenic quality. 

W 

Wilderness area: A n a rea formally des ignated by  C ongress as  pa rt o f t he N ational 
Wilderness Preservation System as defined in the Wilderness Act of 1964 (78 Stat.891), 
Section 2(c). 

Wilderness characteristics: Feat ures o f the land associated with the c oncept of 
wilderness t hat may be c onsidered i n l and us e pl anning w hen B LM det ermines t hat 
those characteristics are reasonable present, of sufficient value (condition, uniqueness, 
relevance, importance) and need (trend, risk), and are practical to manage. Lands are 
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considered t o m aintain w ilderness c haracteristics w hen oppor tunities t o ex perience 
naturalness, s olitude, or  pr imitive and unc onfined t ypes o f r ecreation are r easonable 
present. 

Wilderness study area: A roadless area or island that has been inventoried and f ound 
to have wilderness c haracteristics as  des cribed i n s ection 603 of  FLP MA and s ection 
2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 891).Source for both of these is BLM’s IMP 
and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review (December 1979). 

Wildlife improvement projects: these include, but are not l imited to the installation of  
wildlife waters (guzzlers) and habitat restoration.  

X 

Y 

Z 
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Acronyms 
AC  alternating current 

ACEC  Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

ADA  Americans with Disabilities Act 

ASA  American Sand Association 

AST  aboveground storage tank 

ASTM  American Society for Testing and Materials 

ATV  all-terrain vehicle 

BA  Biological Assessment 

BLM  Bureau of Land Management 

BMP  best management practices 

BO  Biological Opinion 

BOR  Bureau of Reclamation 

BP  Before Present 

CAA  Clean Air Act 

CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

Cal-IPC California Invasive Plan Council 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

CARB  California Air Resources Board 

CDCA  California Desert Conservation Area 

CDD  California Desert District 

CDFG  California Department of Fish and Game 
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CDPA  California Desert Protection Act 

CEQ  Council on Environmental Quality 

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Recovery, Compensation, and Liability Act 

CFGC  California Fish and Game Commission 

CFR  Code of Federal Regulations 

cfs  cubic foot per second 

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database 

CNPS  California Native Plant Society 

CO  carbon monoxide 

CO2  carbon dioxide 

CRM  cultural resource management 

CSP  concentrating solar power 

CWA  Clean Water Act 

dBA  decibel, A-weighted scale 

DC  direct current 

DEIS  Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

DHS  Department of Health Services 

DOD  Department of Defense 

DOE  Department of Energy 

DOI  Department of the Interior 

DPR  Department of Pesticide Regulation 

DRAMP Draft Recreation Area Management Plan 

DRECP Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan 

DTSC  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
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DWR  Department of Water Resources 

ECFO  El Centro Field Office 

EA  Environmental Assessment 

EIA  Economic Impact Area 

EIS  Environmental Impact Statement 

EO  Executive Order 

EPA  Environmental Protection Agency 

ERNS  Emergency Response Notification System 

ESA  Endangered Species Act 

F  Fahrenheit 

FEIS  Final Environmental Impact Statement 

FERC  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

FINDS  Facility Index System 

FLEFLA Federal Lands Exchange Facilitation Act 

FLPMA Federal Lands and Policy Management Act 

FLREA  Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act 

FLTFA  Federal Lands Transportation and Facilitation Act 

FPEIS  Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 

FT  federally listed threatened 

GHG  greenhouse gas 

GIS  geographic information system 

GWSI  Groundwater Site Inventory 

I-8  Interstate 8 

ICAPCD Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
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IID  Imperial Irrigation District 

IM  Instruction Memorandum 

IMPLAN Impact Analysis for Planning 

IPCC  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

IPM  integrated pest management 

ISD  Imperial Sand Dunes 

KGRA  Known Geothermal Resource Area 

KOP  Key Observation Point 

kV  kilovolt 

LOS  level of service 

MCL  maximum contaminant level 

MDA  Market Demand Area 

MLA  Mineral Leasing Act 

MOA  Memorandum of Agreement 

MOU  Memorandum of Understanding 

MUC  Multiple Use Classes 

mW  megawatt 

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

NECO  Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert Coordinated Management Plan 

NEMO  Northern and Eastern Mojave Management Plan 

NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act 

NESHAPS National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 

NGO  nongovernmental organization 

NHPA  National Historic Preservation Act 



Acronyms 

Imperial Sand Dunes   Page V 
Proposed RAMP/CDCA Plan Amendment and Final EIS 
September 2012 

NO2  nitrogen dioxide 

NOI  Notice of Intent 

NOx  oxides of nitrogen 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

NRCS  Natural Resources Conservation Service 

NREL  National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

NRHP  National Register of Historic Places 

NSO  no surface occupancy 

OHV  off-highway vehicle 

PEIS  Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 

PFYC  probably fossil yield classification 

PL  Public Law 

PM  particulate matter 

PMV  Peirson’s milk-vetch 

POD  Plan of Development 

PV  photovoltaic 

R&PP  Recreation and Public Purposes Act 

RAMP  Recreation Area Management Plan 

RCRA  Resource Conservation Recovery Act 

REAT  Renewable Energy Action Team 

RFD  reasonable foreseeable development 

RMZ  Recreation Management Zone 

ROD  Record of Decision 

ROG  reactive organic gasses 
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ROW  right-of-way 

RS  Revised Statute 

RV  recreational vehicle 

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

RWQCB7 Regional Water Quality Control Boards District 7 

SE  state-listed endangered 

SHPO  State Historic Preservation Officer 

SIP  State Implementation Plan 

SO  Secretarial Order 

SO2  sulfur dioxide 

SQRU  Scenic Quality Rating Unit 

SR  state-listed rare 

SR-78  State Route 78 

SRMA  Special Recreation Management Area 

SRP  Special Recreation Permit 

SSAB  Salton Sea Air Basin 

ST  state-listed threatened 

SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board 

TDS  total dissolved solids 

TOA  Thomas Olsen and Associates, Inc. 

US  United States 

USC  United States Code 

UPRR  Union Pacific Railroad 

USACE US Army Corps of Engineers 
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USBP  US Border Patrol 

USDA  US Department of Agriculture 

USFS  US Forest Service 

USFWS US Fish and Wildlife Service 

USGS  US Geological Survey 

UXO  unexploded ordnance 

VRM  Visual Resource Management 

WECO  Western Colorado Desert Route of Travel Plan 

WEMO  West Mojave Management Plan 

WA  wilderness area 

WSA  wilderness study area 

μg/m3  microgram per cubic meter 
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